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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in
Richardson Auditorium at Princeton University.
In his remarks, he referred to Harold Shapiro,
president, Princeton University; Michael
Rothschild, dean, and Ruth Miller, assistant dean,
Woodrow Wilson School; Sean Wilentz, director,
Program in American Studies, and Katharine
Strong Gilbert, president, American Whig-
Cliosophic Society, who presented the President
with the James Madison Award for Distinguished
Public Service; and historian Arthur Schlesinger.
The conference was entitled ‘‘The Progressive
Tradition: Politics, Culture, and History.’’

Statement Urging Action On
Tobacco

October 5, 2000

Today the Campaign for Tobacco-Free
Kids, the American Cancer Society, the
American Heart Association, and the Amer-
ican Lung Association issued a report show-
ing that while some States have devoted a
substantial portion of their tobacco settle-
ment to reduce youth smoking, most have
committed only modest or minimal funds.
Tobacco companies are spending 10 times
more to market their product than all 50
States combined are spending on tobacco
prevention and cessation. I encourage all
States to commit a significant part of their
settlement to address the harm that tobacco
companies have caused through decades of
deceptive marketing, especially to youth.

With a clear ruling last week by a U.S.
District Court allowing the case to proceed
to trial, the Attorney General today re-
affirmed her intention to hold tobacco com-
panies accountable for their actions. Tobacco
companies have saddled generations of
Americans with unnecessary health costs and
premature death by fraudulently marketing
their products to youth and deceiving the
American public about the dangers of to-
bacco use. More than 400,000 Americans die
each year from smoking-related diseases, and
80 percent of them started smoking as chil-
dren. Today I renew my call to Congress to
reject special protections for big tobacco and
provide the funds necessary to allow this case
to be decided in the courtroom, not the back
room. Together with our partners in the
States, we can and must make the health of

our children a priority. The American people
deserve their day in court.

Statement on Hate Crimes
Legislation
October 5, 2000

Today the Republican leadership made a
serious mistake by stripping the hate crimes
legislation from the Department of Defense
Authorization bill, despite strong bipartisan
support in both the House and Senate. The
Republican leaders have turned their backs
on legislation designed to send the message
that all persons should be treated the same
under the law—no matter what their race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual ori-
entation, or disability.

This legislation would enhance the Federal
Government’s ability to prosecute violent
crimes motivated by race, color, religion, or
national origin and would authorize Federal
prosecution of crimes motivated by sexual
orientation, gender, or disability. This legisla-
tion also recognizes that State and local law
enforcement still have primary responsibility
for investigating and prosecuting hate crimes.

It has been over 2 years since the brutal
dragging death of James Byrd, Jr., and about
2 years since the heinous death of young
Matthew Shepard. We owe their families—
and all the families of hate crimes victims
across this country—no less than to pass this
legislation this year. Working with the bipar-
tisan coalition that supports hate crimes leg-
islation, I will continue to fight the Repub-
lican leadership in Congress to make sure
this important work gets done this year.

Proclamation 7352—German-
American Day, 2000
October 5, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we celebrate German-American Day

and the many contributions that German
Americans have made to our national com-
munity, we also mark the 10th anniversary


